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ALBERT G. HILL, III,
Plaintiff,

V.

TOM HUNT, ET AL.,
Defendants.

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
DALLAS DIVISION

CIVIL ACTION NO. 3:07-CV-2020-O

Vo clVo Voo iV o clivo Vool

ORDER FINDING ALBERT G. HILL, JR.

SUBMITTED SUMMARY JUDGMENT MATERIALS TO THE COURT IN BAD FAITH
AND TESTIFIED FALSELY AT THE JANUARY HEARING

Before the Court are:

11.

1il.

1v.

vi.

vil.

Motion for Sanctions and for an Order to Show Cause Why Albert G. Hill,
Jr. and Joyce E. Waller Should Not Be Held in Contempt (Doc. #439)
filed January 7, 2010 (“Motion” or “Mtn.”) by Plaintiff Albert G. Hill, III
(“Al, IIT”);

Brief in Support of Motion for Sanctions and for an Order to Show Cause
Why Albert G. Hill, Jr. and Joyce E. Waller Should Not Be Held in
Contempt (Doc. #440) filed January 7, 2010 (“Pl. Br.”) by Al, III;

Appendix— Motion for Sanctions and for an Order to Show Cause Why
Albert G. Hill, Jr. and Joyce E. Waller Should Not Be Held in Contempt
(Docs. #440-2 and #440-3) filed January 7, 2010 (“P1. App.”) by Al, III;

Albert G. Hill, Jr.’s and Joyce E. Waller’s Response to Plaintiff Albert G.
Hill III’s Motion for Sanctions and for an Order to Show Cause (Doc.
#458) filed January 13, 2010 (“Def. Resp.”) by Defendant Albert G. Hill,
Jr. (“Al, Jr.”’) and Joyce E. Waller (“Waller”);

Appendix to Defendant Response to Albert G. Hill III’s Motion for
Sanctions and for an Order to Show Cause (Doc. #458-2), filed January
13,2010 by Al, Jr. and Waller (“Def. App.”);

Plaintiff’s List of Witnesses for Show Cause Hearing and Request for
Expedited Consideration (Doc. #461) filed January 15, 2010 by Al, III;

Defendant Albert G. Hill, Jr.’s Witness List and Notice of Conflicting
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viil.

1X.

X1.

Xii.

Xiii.

Xiv.

XV.

XVi.

XVil.

XViil.

Trial Setting (Doc. #462) filed January 15, 2010 by Al, Jr.;

The Court’s Order setting a hearing on Doc. #439 (Doc. #474) filed
January 20, 2010;

Albert G. Hill, Jr.’s Motion for Clarification (Doc. #476) filed January 20,
2010 by AL Jr.;

The Court’s Order clarifying Doc. #474 (Doc. #477) filed January 21,
2010;

Plaintiff’s Reply to Albert G. Hill, Jr.’s and Joyce E. Waller’s Response to
Plaintiff Albert G. Hill III’s Motion for Sanctions and for an Order to
Show Cause (Doc. # 479) filed January 21, 2010 by Al, III;

Appendix in support of his reply (Doc. #480) filed January 21, 2010 by
Al 1L

Transcript of the January 22, 2010 evidentiary hearing (“January hearing”)
on the Motion (“Jan. Trans.”)" and related exhibits;

Sur-reply filed by Al, III (Doc. #485) on January 22, 2010;

Amended response to Doc. #485 (Doc. #487) filed by Al, Jr. on January
24,2010;

Order to Show Cause Why Albert G. Hill, Jr. and Joyce E. Waller Should
Not Be Sanctioned and Held in Contempt (Doc. #506) filed by the Court
on February 2, 2010;

Defendant Albert G. Hill, Jr.’s Response to Order to Show Cause Why
Albert G. Hill, Jr. and Joyce E. Waller Should Not Be Sanctioned and
Held in Contempt (Doc. #529) filed by Al, Jr. on February 12, 2010;

Appendix to Defendant Albert G. Hill, Jr.’s Response to Order to Show
Cause Why Albert G. Hill, Jr. and Joyce E. Waller Should Not Be
Sanctioned and Held in Contempt (Doc. #529-2) filed by Al, Jr. on
February 12, 2010;

'All citations in this opinion to the January Transcript and to the February Transcript are
to the Court Reporter’s rough drafts of the transcripts, as provided to the Court. Page numbers
may vary slightly from the final, edited transcripts that the Court assumes the Court Reporter has
and/or will make available to the parties.
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X1X.

XX.

xXxi.

XXil.

XXiii.

XXiv.

XXV.

XXVI.

Order Setting Show Cause Hearing (Doc. #531) filed by the Court on
February 12, 2010;

Transcript of the February 16, 2010 show cause hearing (“February
hearing”) (“Feb. Trans.”)* and related exhibits;

Plaintiff’s Motion for Partial Summary Judgment on His Status as a
Beneficiary and for an Accounting of the Margaret Hunt Trust Estate
(Doc. #286) filed by Al, III on September 3, 2009 (“Pl. Sum. Jdmt.
Mtn.”);

Appendix in Support of Plaintiff’s Motion for Partial Summary Judgment
on His Status as a Beneficiary and for an Accounting of the Margaret
Hunt Trust Estate (Doc. #286-2 through Doc. #286-4) filed by Al, III on
September 3, 2009 (“Pl. Sum. Jdmt. App.”);

Plaintiff’s Brief in Support of His Motion for Partial Summary Judgment
on His Status as a Beneficiary and for an Accounting of the Margaret
Hunt Trust Estate (Doc. #287) filed by Al, III on September 3, 2009 (“Pl.
Sum. Jdmt. Br.”);

Defendant Albert G. Hill, Jr.’s Response to Plaintiff’s Motion for Partial
Summary Judgment on His Status as a Beneficiary and for an Accounting
of the Margaret Hunt Trust Estate (Doc. #377) filed by Al, Jr. on
December 2, 2009 (“Def. Sum. Jdmt. Resp.”);

Defendant Albert G. Hill, Jr.’s Brief in Support of Response to Plaintiff’s
Motion for Partial Summary Judgment (Doc. #378) filed by Al, Jr. on
December 2, 2009 (“Def. Sum. Jdmt. Resp. Br.”); and

Appendix to Defendant Albert G. Hill, Jr.’s Brief in Support of Response
to Plaintiff’s Motion for Partial Summary Judgment (Doc. #379 and #379-
2) filed by Al Jr. on December 2, 2009 (“Def. Sum. Jdmt. Resp. App.”).

All of these pleadings relate to Plaintiff Al, III’s motion for sanctions (Doc. #439). Al,

*The Court considers only the portion of the February Transcript that constitutes the show
cause hearing. After the parties rested (Feb. Trans. at 108) and closed (Feb. Trans. at 137) the
show cause portion of the February hearing, the Court undertook a separate matter, an attempt to
locate, by witness testimony, all of the original copies of the various disclaimers pertinent to this
case. The Court does not consider this portion of the February Transcript (Feb. Trans. after
137), or any subsequent transcripts.
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IIT has moved for sanctions and for an order to show cause why Defendant Albert G. Hill, Jr.
(“Defendant” or “Al, Jr.”) should not be held in contempt.® Plaintiff contends Al, Jr. should be
held in contempt because he submitted his affidavit and the affidavit of Joyce E. Waller
(“Waller”) (each attached to Al, Jr.’s response in opposition to Plaintiff’s motion for partial
summary judgment) in bad faith. Plaintiff contends these affidavits are “flatly at odds with facts

994

indisputably within [Al, Jr.’s] knowledge.” Al, Jr. has responded that the statements contained
in the respective affidavits are factually true and, therefore, may not serve as a basis for
sanctions. See generally Doc. #458.

After considering the briefing and the evidence, including testimony and evidence
provided at the January hearing, the Court issued a show cause order (Doc. #506). After
Defendant Al Jr. filed his response to the show cause order (Doc. #529), the Court ordered a
show cause hearing (the “February hearing’), which was held on February 16, 2010.

Having considered Plaintiff’s motion for sanctions, all related briefing, the evidence, and
the applicable law, and as set out in more detail below, the Court finds that the affidavits of Al,
Jr. and Waller are materially misleading, contain false statements, and were presented to the

Court by Al, Jr. in bad faith. Additionally, the Court finds that Al, Jr. presented live testimony at

an evidentiary hearing held January 22, 2010 (the “January hearing”) that was untrue.

This order addresses the bad faith conduct attributable to Al, Jr. Plaintiff’s motion for
sanctions also asks for similar relief against non-party Joyce E. Waller, and the Court has also
ordered Waller to show cause why she should not be sanctioned and held in contempt. See Doc.
#506. Waller’s show cause response has not yet been filed (see Docs. ##516, 523).
Accordingly, the Court will determine Waller’s bad faith, if any, at the appropriate time.

*Pl. Br. at 3 (citing Fort Hill Builders, Inc. v. Nat’l Grange Mut. Ins. Co., 866 F.2d 11,16
(1st Cir. 1989)).
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L Background

A general understanding of the background in this case is helpful to resolving Plaintiff’s
motion for sanctions.” This case involves causes of action arising out of management of the
Margaret Hunt Trust Estate (“Margaret Trust”) and Haroldson Lafayette Hunt, Jr. Trust Estate
(“Hassie Trust”). See Doc. No. 1 (3:07-CV-2020-0) (N.D. Tex. Dec. 3, 2007). These trusts were
created by H.L. Hunt, a wealthy Texas oilman, for his two eldest children, Margaret Hunt Hill
(“Margaret”) and Haroldson (“Hassie”) Lafayette Hunt, Jr. /d.

Defendants Al Jr, Alinda Wikert, and Lyda Hill are Margaret’s three children. Plaintiff
Al, 111, and Defendants Heather Washburne and Elisa Summers are Al, Jr.’s three children. /d.
Each of these individuals either holds an interest (whether vested or contingent, current or
remainder), or has disclaimed an interest in the Margaret Trust.

Among the allegations asserted in this lawsuit and relevant to this motion is Plaintiff’s
contention that he is a current income beneficiary of the Margaret Trust. Plaintiff contends that
his father, Defendant Al, Jr., has executed at least two irrevocable documents disclaiming a
portion of his interest in the Margaret Trust, including at least 75% of his income interest. If one
or both of the disclaimers are valid, then by operation of law, Al, III is a current income
beneficiary of the Margaret Trust and is entitled to at least 8.33% of the income generated by the

Margaret Trust each year.® The evidence in the record indicates that an 8.33% current income

The Court assumes the parties’ familiarity with the factual background, and only details
herein background relevant to resolving the motion for sanctions.

5See PI. Orig. Pet. (Doc. #1) at Ex. 3. Margaret held 100% of the current income interest
in the Margaret Trust. See id at Ex. 1. At her death, each of her three children, including Al, Jr.,
received a 33.33% interest in the trust. See id. at 11-12, Ex. 1, Ex. 3. Unless Al, Jr.’s interest
disclaimer(s) are invalid, he has disclaimed at least 75% of his current income interest, and this

5
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interest in the Margaret Trust amounts to at least $5.5 million dollars in income each year (Doc.
#1 at Ex. 3),” and Al, Jr. has stated that the amount at issue is approximately $92 million dollars
(Doc. #539 at 36). In addition to substantial annual income, as a current income beneficiary of
the Margaret Trust, Al, III would also be entitled to other rights related to the trust.®

Al, IIT’s rights under the trust, including at least $5.5 million dollars in income a year, or
approximately $92 million dollars total, turn on whether Al, Jr. effectively disclaimed his interest
and/or validly revoked his disclaimer.

In September 2009, Al, III filed a motion for partial summary judgment seeking an order
that: (1) he is a current beneficiary of the Margaret Trust; and (2) his status as a beneficiary
entitles him to an accounting of the trust. Al, III based his motion, in part, on his contention that
his father disclaimed an interest in the Margaret Trust which gave Al, III a right to income from
that trust, and entitled him to an immediate accounting of the trust.

This order addresses the misrepresentations presented to the Court by Defendant Al Jr.,
(1) in response to Al, III’s motion for partial summary judgment, and (2) during the January
hearing. These misrepresentations center around two disclaimers, which Plaintiff alleges Al, Jr.

executed in 2005 and 2007, and which disclaim portions of Al, Jr.’s interest in the Margaret

disclaimed portion passed in equal shares to his three children, including Al, III. See id. at 12,
Ex. 3. In this event, Al, III holds at least an 8.33% current income interest in the Margaret Trust.

A review of the record suggests that $5.5 million may be a conservative number, as it is
based only on projected income from the sale of Hunt Petroleum Corporation (“HPC”). See PL.
Orig. Comp. (Doc. #1) at Ex. 3. At the time this suit was filed, the Margaret Trust’s interest in
HPC was its largest asset, but not its sole asset. /d. at 9.

¥ For example, Al, III would likely be entitled to receive the statutory accounting of the
trust, which he sought in his motion for partial summary judgment.

6
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Trust. As explained below, the facts Al, Jr. recently presented at the January hearing are grossly
inconsistent with the facts as Al, Jr. represented them in his opposition to Plaintiff’s motion for
partial summary judgment.
In summary, the Court finds:
1. Al Jr. misrepresented to the Court that he signed and executed an
Amended Disclaimer on March 22, 2005, when that document was not
actually created until June 2007;
il. Al, Jr. misrepresented to the Court that Waller notarized the Amended
Disclaimer on March 22, 2005, which was not possible because it was not
created until June 2007;
iii. Al Jr. testified falsely at the January hearing that on March 22, 2005,
Waller signed Al, Jr.’s name on his behalf on a particular copy of the 2005
disclaimer.
The Court’s conclusions are based on the facts set out below.

A. Representations in Al, Jr.’s Response to Plaintiff’s Motion for Partial
Summary Judgment

1. Plaintiff’s Motion for Partial Summary Judgment
As stated above, Plaintiff Al, III filed for partial summary judgment on September 3,
2009, stating that his father had executed “at least two irrevocable disclaimers that passed certain
beneficial interests in the [Margaret Trust] to Plaintiff and his sisters.” Pl Sum. Jdmt. Br. at 1,

6—7. In his summary judgment brief, Plaintiff identified the two versions of the disclaimer on
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which he relied.” Plaintiff first identified a version that all parties agree Al, Jr. signed on March
22,2005 (the “2005 Disclaimer”).'® Plaintiff also alleged that a second version of the disclaimer
was executed by Al, Jr., “the dispositive terms of which are virtually identical to those of the first
disclaimer,” and “which purports to have been executed on March 22, 2005, [but] was actually''
executed in 2007 shortly after Margaret’s death”'? (the “Amended Disclaimer”)."” Id. at 7. Based
on this information, Plaintiff moved the Court to grant partial summary judgment: (1) declaring
him to be a current beneficiary of the Margaret Hunt Trust Estate (“Margaret Trust”) and (2)
ordering a statutory accounting of the Margaret Trust. See generally Pl. Sum. Jdmt. Mitn.

2. Al, Jr.’s Response Filed December 2, 2009

’Both the 2005 Disclaimer and the Amended Disclaimer are appropriately cited in
Plaintiff’s summary judgment brief and were included in the corresponding appendix. Id. at 6-7;
Declaration of Albert G. Hill II1 Y 67, Ex. A, Ex. B. (Doc. #286-3) at App. 002, 004—009.

""The 2005 Disclaimer appears numerous times in the record, with various exhibit
numbers. Each of the following citations are to the 2005 Disclaimer: (1) Declaration of Albert
G. Hill I1I, Ex. A (Doc. #286-3) at App. 004-006; (2) Affidavit of Albert G. Hill, Jr., Ex. 1 (Doc.
#379) at App. 004—App. 006; (3) Pl. Ex. 4. to the January hearing; (4) Pl. Ex. 15 to the January
hearing at App. 004—006; (5) P1. Ex. 19 to the January hearing at pages 3-5; (6) Def. Ex. 1 to the
January hearing at App. 004—006; (7) Def. Ex. 21 to the January hearing; (8) P1. Ex. 1 to the
February hearing at App. 004-006; and (9) Def. Ex. 1 to the February hearing at App. 004—006.

YAl 111 testified that Al, Jr. told him this Amended Disclaimer was signed and executed
in 2007. Jan. Trans. at 133.

Margaret Hunt Hill died on June 14, 2007. See, e.g., Affidavit of Albert G. Hill, Jr.
(Doc. #379) at App. 002, 96.

“The Amended Disclaimer appears numerous times in the record, with various exhibit
numbers. Each of the following citations are to the Amended Disclaimer: (1) Declaration of
Albert G. Hill 11, Ex. B (Doc. #286-3) at App. 007-009; (2) Affidavit of Albert G. Hill, Jr., Ex. 1
(Doc. #379) at App. 007—App. 009; (3) P1. Ex. 6. to the January hearing; (4) P1. Ex. 15 to the
January hearing at App. 007-009; (5) P1. Ex. 19 to the January hearing at pages 6—8; (6) Def. Ex.
1 to the January hearing at App. 007-009; (7) Def. Ex. 22 to the January hearing; (8) PL. Ex. 1 to
the February hearing at App. 007-009; and (9) Def. Ex. 1 to the February hearing at App.
007-009.
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Al Jr. failed to timely respond to Al, III’s partial summary judgment motion, and instead
asked for a continuance. See Doc. #301. The Court ordered Al, Jr. to respond to the motion on
or before December 2, 2009. Order dated November 25, 2009 (Doc. #372). Al, Jr. filed his
response on December 2, 2009.

In his brief in response, Defendant Al, Jr. represented to the Court that both the 2005
Disclaimer and the Amended Disclaimer were signed and notarized on the same day, March 22,
2005. Defendant wrote: “[i]n March 2005, Hill, Jr. signed a document purporting to disclaim a
portion of his beneficial interest in the [Margaret Trust] (the ‘Disclaimer’).[footnote 7] Def.
Sum. Jdmt. Resp. Br. at 2. In support of this statement, Al, Jr. referenced footnote seven, which
contains a citation to the “Affidavit of Hill, Jr. at 4.” Paragraph 4 of the Affidavit of Hill, Jr.
reads, “[i]n March 2005, while I was incapacitated, I signed a partial disclaimer (the
‘Disclaimer’) [footnote 1] purporting to disclaim a portion of my beneficial interest in the
Margaret Hunt Trust Estate.” Affidavit of Albert G. Hill, Jr. §4, (Doc. #379) at App. 002. The
footnote referenced in this sentence of the affidavit refers to the papers, “[a]ttached as Exhibit
1.” Exhibit 1 contains six pages. Id. at App. 004—009. The first three pages comprise the 2005
Disclaimer. This document is entitled “Disclaimer, Margaret Hunt Trust Estate,” refers to a
“general” power of appointment (see 995), is signed by Al G. Hill, Jr., and reflects the
notarization of his signature by Joyce E. Waller on March 22, 2005."* The latter three pages of

Exhibit 1 contain a slightly different version of what appears at first glance to be the same

"The parties do not dispute that this version of the disclaimer was actually signed by Al,
Jr. on March 22, 2005, and was notarized by Waller on the same day.

9
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disclaimer. For purposes of this order, the Court calls this the “Amended Disclaimer.”"> The
Amended Disclaimer is also entitled “Disclaimer, Margaret Hunt Trust Estate,” and it also
purports to bear the signature of “Al G. Hill Jr.,” having been notarized by Joyce E. Waller on
March 22, 2005. However, a careful review of this version of the disclaimer shows that it is not
identical to the 2005 Disclaimer.'® Significantly, the Amended Disclaimer omits the word

“general” when referring to “a power of appointment” in paragraph 5.

"As evidenced by the January hearing transcript and the February hearing transcript, at
various points in the January and February hearings, the parties referred to the Amended
Disclaimer as the “2007 Disclaimer” or the “updated Disclaimer.”

Differences include: (1) the heading of “Disclaimer, Margaret Hunt Trust Estate,
Recitals” is double spaced on the 2005 Disclaimer, but single spaced on the Amended
Disclaimer; (2) in paragraphs 5, 6, 7, and 11, the word “general” modifies the phrase “power of
appointment” in the 2005 Disclaimer, but the word “general” is omitted in the Amended
Disclaimer; (3) paragraph 10 in the Amended Disclaimer adds a reference to Section
2518(b)(2)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code; (4) the placement and characteristics of the
handwritten signatures of “Al G. Hill Jr.,” “March 22,” “Joyce Waller,” and “Tom Hunt,
Trustee,” which appear on the 2005 Disclaimer, are not identical to those that appear on the
Amended Disclaimer; and (5) the placement and angle of Notary Public Seal of Joyce Waller
which appears on the 2005 Disclaimer is not identical to that which appears on the Amended
Disclaimer. Compare 2005 Disclaimer, with Amended Disclaimer; see also Jan. Trans. at
40-50.

""The omission of the word “general” is significant because characterization of the power
of appointment as “general” could impose substantial additional tax exposure on a trust. The
Hassie Trust was created by the same settlors as the Margaret Trust, at the same time, and under
a virtually identical Trust Agreement. Compare Pl. Orig. Pet. (Doc. #1) at Ex. 1 (Margaret Trust
Agreement), with id. at Ex. 2 (Hassie Trust Agreement). Following Hassie’s death, the power of
appointment created by the Hassie Trust Agreement was characterized as a “general” power of
appointment, and the Hassie Trust Estate may have avoided approximately half a billion dollars
of tax liability if its power of appointment were characterized as “special” rather than “general.”
See Jan. Trans. at 93-94, 141; see also PI. Ex. 21 to the January hearing. According to Ivan
Irwin, the correct characterization of the Hassie Trust power of appointment “has never been
decided.” Jan. Trans. at 8-9. The record also suggests that the Trustees and beneficiaries of the
Margaret Trust, and the executors of Margaret’s estate, considered taking the position that the
Margaret Trust power of appointment was properly characterized as “special” rather than
“general,” and recognized that the characterization had “enormous tax consequences.” PI. Ex.
21 to the January hearing; see Jan. Trans. at 93-94, 141.

10
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Al Jr.’s summary judgment response summarily dismisses Plaintiff Al, III’s contention
that a second disclaimer was executed in 2007."® Al, Jr. contends that “according to Joy Waller,
who notarized the Disclaimer, the second version of the Disclaimer was executed on the same
day as the first version.” Def. Sum. Jdmt. Resp. Br. at 3. Accompanying this statement is a
footnote citation to Waller’s affidavit. /d. atn.11. In relevant part, Waller’s affidavit recites,
“[o]n or about March 22, 2005, I notarized a Disclaimer for Mr. Hill, Jr. I notarized a second
version of the Disclaimer on the same day as the first version.” Affidavit of Joyce Ellen Waller
8 (Doc. #379) at App. 058. Al, Jr.’s response continues, “[f]or purposes of this Response, the
term “Disclaimer” encompasses the two versions of the disclaimer executed on the same day.”
Def. Sum. Jdmt. Resp. Br. at 3.

Waller’s affidavit and Al, Jr.’s affidavit were each signed and notarized on December 2,
2009. Defendant Al, Jr.’s response to Plaintiff’s motion for partial summary judgment, and his
supporting brief, each bear the signature of Defendant Al, Jr.’s counsel, Mike Lynn, and, along
with the related appendix in support, were electronically submitted to the Court by Mr. Lynn’s
co-counsel, Kent Krabill, on December 2, 2009.

On December 29, 2009, the Court denied Al, I1I’s motion for partial summary judgment.
The Court will now address the basis for this decision.

B. Court’s Reliance on Al, Jr.’s Evidence and Arguments

Based on the arguments propounded in Al, Jr.’s summary judgment response brief, as

supported by the affidavits of Waller and Al, Jr., which Al, Jr. submitted in his appendix, the

'8Al, Jr.’s response notes that “the dispositive terms of the alleged second partial
disclaimer are virtually identical to those of the first disclaimer.” Def. Sum. Jdmt. Resp. Br. at 3
n.8.

11
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Court, at the time it denied the partial summary judgment motion on December 29, 2009, relied
on Al, Jr.’s representation that the two versions of the Disclaimer — the 2005 Disclaimer and the
Amended Disclaimer — were both executed by Al, Jr. on March 22, 2005, and were notarized
by Joyce Waller on the same day."” Otherwise stated, in his response to Plaintiff’s motion for
partial summary judgment, Al, Jr. failed to notify the Court of a fact issue over whether he
executed the Amended Disclaimer, and furthermore, he represented that the dispute was instead
over when—March 2005 or June 2007—he executed the Amended Disclaimer. See Def. Sum.
Jdmt. Resp. at 3 n.12 (“Thus, at a minimum,” Defendant stated, “there are genuine issues of
material fact as to when a second version was executed, as well as to the effect of such a version,
if any” (emphasis added)).

Because the Court believed a fact issue existed over when Al, Jr. executed the Amended
Disclaimer, and because the Court narrowly found a fact issue as to whether Al, Jr. lacked
mental capacity on March 22, 2005, the date the 2005 Disclaimer was executed, the Court did
not reach other issues presented, including: (1) whether the Texas Trust Code or the Texas
Probate Code governs the effectiveness of a Margaret Trust interest disclaimer; (2) whether Al,
Jr. failed to raise a fact issue as to the effectiveness or the enforceability of the Amended

Disclaimer; or (3) whether Al Jr. ratified the 2005 Disclaimer at a time when he admits mental

YThe Court’s reliance is evidenced by footnote three of the Court’s December 29, 2009
Memorandum Opinion and Order (Doc. #423), which disposed of Plaintiff’s partial summary
judgment motion. The Court stated, “[t]he parties seem to agree that Al Hill, Jr. also signed a
second disclaimer [the Amended Disclaimer], bearing the same title and signature date, and also
stating that Al, Jr. was disclaiming various interests in the trust. The date this second document
[the Amended Disclaimer] was actually signed is in dispute, however. Defendant Al, Jr. claims it
was signed on March 22, 2005, and Plaintiff Al, III claims it was in fact signed in 2007 but was
fraudulently back—dated to bear the 2005 date” (citing Def. Sum. Jdmt. Resp. at 2-3).

12
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capacity, and the effect, if any, of such ratification.*

C. Irwin and Al, Jr. Depositions Confirm the Amended Disclaimer Was Not
Created Until June 2007

Ivan Irwin’s deposition was taken on December 29, 2009, and Al, Jr.’s deposition was
taken on January 7, 2010. In their respective depositions, Irwin and Al, Jr. were questioned
about the Amended Disclaimer. Their testimony confirmed that the Amended Disclaimer was
not created until June of 2007.2'

D. Motion for Sanctions Filed January 7, 2010

On January 7, 2010, Plaintiff filed the instant motion for sanctions and for an order to
show cause, citing Al, Jr.’s and Irwin’s deposition testimony as support that the affidavits of Al,
Jr. and Waller contained “knowingly false and misleading” statements. P/. Br. at 8. Based on
these contentions, Plaintiff asks the Court to apply Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 56(g) or to

exercise the Court’s inherent power to sanction Al, Jr. and hold him in contempt. /d. at 11.

**While the Court narrowly found a fact issue had been presented as to Al, Jr.’s lack of
mental capacity on March 22, 2005, the parties agree Al, Jr. possessed mental capacity in June
2007. As discussed later in this opinion, Defendant subsequently admitted to the Court that the
Amended Disclaimer was not created until June 2007. This fact makes it impossible for Al, Jr.
or Waller to have executed or notarized the Amended Disclaimer on March 22, 2005.
Additionally, had Al, Jr. disclosed this fact and other related facts to the Court at the appropriate
time, Plaintiff’s partial summary judgment motion may have been granted.

Y'For example, Irwin testified that “[iJn 2007 Tom Hunt recommended to Al, Jr. that he
eliminate the word “general” in the recitals [of the 2005 Disclaimer]. . ., so Al, Jr. had the word
“general” taken out of the recitals.” Deposition of Ivan Irwin 58:8—15 (Doc. #440-3) P1. App. at
26. According to Irwin, the changes to the disclaimer were made “just after” June 14, 2007. Id.
at 101:5-22, P1. App. 37. Defendant Al, Jr. admitted that in June of 2007, he “participated in . . .
a updating of the recital of something that [he] had previously signed.” Deposition of Albert
Hill, Jr. 11:24-13:14 (Doc. #440-3) PL. App. 63—64. Al, Jr. stated his understanding that the
“update” made in 2007 “clarified that the power of appointment. . . was merely a power of
appointment.” Id.

13
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Defendant Al, Jr. responded to the motion for sanctions and argued that the statements
made in Al, Jr.’s affidavit and Waller’s affidavit are true and are confirmed by the testimony of
Irwin that the Amended Disclaimer was never separately executed or notarized in 2007. Def.
Resp. at 8—9. Al, Jr. contends that regardless of any updates made in 2007 to the 2005
Disclaimer, no new document was “signed,” “notarized,” or “executed” in June of 2007, and
therefore, the statements contained in the affidavits at issue are factually correct and not
sanctionable. Id. at 11-14.

The Court ordered an evidentiary hearing in an attempt to gain a better understanding of
the facts.

E. Evidentiary Hearing, January 22, 2010

The pertinent testimony of Irwin, Waller, and Al, Jr. at the evidentiary hearing is
summarized below.

1. Irwin: Amended Disclaimer Created in June 2007

Ivan Irwin testified that he has been an attorney for the Hunt and/or Hill families for fifty
years and currently works part-time for A.G. Hill Partners. Jan. Trans. at 4. Irwin identified the

2005 Disclaimer as a disclaimer executed and notarized on March 22, 2005.% Id. at 7. Irwin

Trwin identified Plaintiff’s Exhibit 3 as a disclaimer Al, Jr. executed on March 22, 2005.
Defendant Al Jr. has represented that four disclaimers were signed on March 22, 2005, and
“[e]xcept for the signatures. . .the four were identical.” Jan. Trans. at 97. Plaintiff’s Exhibit 3
and Plaintiff’s Exhibit 4 are two of these four disclaimers. The Court has never seen the
remaining two. Plaintiff’s Exhibit 3 and Plaintiff’s Exhibit 4 are identical in every respect with
the following exception: by comparing the placement and characteristics of the handwritten
signatures of “Al G. Hill Jr.,” “March 22,” “Joyce Waller,” and “Tom Hunt, Trustee,” as well as
the placement and angle of Notary Public Seal of Joyce Waller, between the two exhibits, it is
apparent that two documents were independently signed. One document is not a mere photocopy
of the other, but is instead a duplicate original. Plaintiff’s Exhibit 4 is the disclaimer that was
attached as pages App. 004—App. 006 of Exhibit 1 to Al, Jr.’s affidavit. Unless otherwise noted,
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testified that he “sent four copies [of the 2005 Disclaimer] to Al, Jr. in March of 2005" and then
some days later, he received back four executed and notarized documents with original
signatures (as opposed to photocopies). Id. at 21-22.

Irwin also identified the Amended Disclaimer.” According to Irwin, the Amended
Disclaimer reflects a change made in June of 2007 to the 2005 Disclaimer to correct “a possible
error in one of the recitals [. . .] so instead of saying a general power of appointment it just
wouldn’t say whether it was general or special.” Jan. Trans. at 8. The change was made at the
request of Al, Jr. and Tom Hunt. Jan. Trans. at 8, 16. According to Irwin, the change was made
to address conflicting opinions over whether the power of appointment created by the 2005
Disclaimer was a “general” power of appointment or a “special” power appointment. Id. at 9.
The record indicates potential adverse consequences to the Margaret Trust if the power of
appointment were characterized as “general.” Id.; see also Pl. Ex. 21 to the January hearing (a
printout of an email sent to individuals, including Al, Jr., acknowledging the “enormous tax
consequences” of the “power of appointment contained in the Margaret Hunt Trust Estate.”);
Jan. Trans. at 112—14 (Al, Jr. admitting that he received the email and wrote “AL3 FYI” at the
top of the email printout).

According to Irwin, his secretary edited the first two pages of the 2005 Disclaimer in

2007 and “then stapled [the updated two pages] back on to the original signature page, which

the use of “2005 Disclaimer” in this opinion refers to Plaintiff’s Exhibit 4 rather than to
Plaintiff’s Exhibit 3.

“Plaintiff’s Exhibit 6 is the exact Amended Disclaimer that was attached as pages App.
007—App. 009 of Exhibit 1 to Al, Jr.’s affidavit. Unless otherwise noted, the use of “Amended
Disclaimer” in this opinion refers to Plaintiff’s Exhibit 6.
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was signed in 2005. There was no new signing or no new notarization or anything that I know
anything about.” Jan. Trans. at 8. Based on his testimony and a comparison of the Amended
Disclaimer to the 2005 Disclaimer, it appears that Irwin had the first two pages of the 2005
Disclaimer re-typed so that the changes directed by Al, Jr. could be confined to the first two
pages, without altering the third page in any way (for example, by having additional text spill
over from the second page onto the third page). It appears this was done to allow Al, Jr. the
option of using a signature page from the 2005 Disclaimer to create the appearance that the
Amended Disclaimer was created on (or before), and signed and notarized on, March 22, 2005 as
reflected by the notarization date.

Irwin testified that after June 14, 2007, he affixed the signature page from the 2005
Disclaimer to the Amended Disclaimer at Al, Jr.’s house, at the direction of Al, Jr., and with the
help of Al, Jr.’s caretaker, since Al, Jr. was “physically unable to” affix the signature page on his
own, due to his limited motor skills. Jan. Trans. at 16.

2. Joyce Waller: New Explanation for “Version” of the Disclaimer

Waller testified that she has worked for Al Jr. or for one of his companies for forty years,
during which time she has held a number of different positions. Jan. Trans. at 30-32. Waller
testified that she has been a notary public for over thirty years and is aware that the State of
Texas imposes rules on the profession. /d. at 33. Waller also recognized that the Secretary of
State promulgates the rules governing notary publics. Id. at 70-71. Waller testified that she
notarized four copies of Al, Jr.’s disclaimer in March of 2005. Id. at 34. Waller testified that Al,
Jr.’s attorney, Mike Lynn, asked her to sign an affidavit, that Mr. Lynn or Kent Krabill discussed

with her what should be put in her affidavit, and Lynn then wrote her affidavit. /d. at 37; see
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also id. at 42-43.

In her affidavit, Waller states: “On [. . .] March 22, 2005, I notarized a Disclaimer for Mr.
Hill, Jr. I notarized a second version of the disclaimer on the same day as the first version.”
When explaining what she meant by the term “version,” Waller testified: “[t]he first version is
the one that Mr. Hill [Jr.] personally signed. The second version is the one that I signed Mr.
Hill’s name to.” Id. at 43; see also id. at 72—73. Plaintiff’s Exhibit 4 to the hearing is a copy of
the 2005 Disclaimer to which Al, Jr. signed his own name on March 22, 2005 (See id. at 53,
67).>* Waller testified that: (1) Plaintiff’s Exhibit 3 to the hearing reflects the disclaimer to
which she signed Al, Jr.’s name on March 22, 2005 (/d. at 45, 49); and (2) the signature page
from that disclaimer (Plaintiff’s Exhibit 3) was later attached to the Amended Disclaimer (/d. at
45-46, 47). Waller further explained that the reason she signed Al Hill, Jr.’s name to one of the
disclaimers was because she received and notarized four copies of the disclaimer, but only three
of them had actually been signed by Al, Jr. because he had accidentally “missed” one of the
signature pages. Id. at 55-58. Waller testified that she has the authority to sign Al, Jr.’s name
“when he misses a signature.” Id. at 56. Waller also testified that she kept a book which
recorded the identity of the documents and the signatories that she notarized, but she lost the

notary book that contains the entries for the March 2005 time period. /d. at 68—69.

*Al, Jr. told the Court that he was presented with four original copies of the disclaimer in
March of 2005. Jan. Trans. at 90-91, 97. He intended to sign all four disclaimers, but he
accidentally failed to sign one. Id. at 97. When the original copies were sent to Waller, she
noticed his missing signature on one document and signed his name for him. /d. at 45, 55, 97.
This document is Plaintiff’s Exhibit 3 to the January hearing. Al Jr. has told the Court he
personally signed three of the original copies on March 22, 2005. Id. at 97; see also id. at 56,
73-74. Only one of the three original copies that Al, Jr. admits personally signing on March 22,
2005 (Plaintiff’s Exhibit 4 to the January hearing) has been presented as an exhibit to this Court.
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3. Al Hill, Jr.: Confirms the Amended Disclaimer was Created in 2007

Al Jr. also testified at the hearing. He stated that on March 22, 2005, he was on his
porch with four unexecuted copies of the 2005 Disclaimer. Id. at 90. He testified that he signed
three of these copies, and that he “intended to sign all of them, but I don’t turn the pages very
well and apparently I missed a signature.” Id. He testified that Waller signed his name for him
on the fourth copy. Id. at 97. Al, Jr. testified that he understood all four copies were the same.
1d. at 90.

Al Jr. also testified that in the latter part of June 2007, after Margaret died, he and Irwin
created the Amended Disclaimer. Id. at 91-93, 128. Al, Jr. testified that he understood that the
Amended Disclaimer omitted the word “general,” and that he assented to the changes. Id. at 93.
Al Jr. testified that the only disclaimer he personally signed was the 2005 Disclaimer. Id. at
117. He also testified, however, that he had a signature page from a 2005 disclaimer® affixed to
the Amended Disclaimer when Irwin brought the Amended Disclaimer to Al, Jr.’s home in June
of 2007. Id. at 92-93, 104—06, 117. It is undisputed that Al, Jr. was mentally competent in 2007
when the Amended Disclaimer was created. Id. at 113.

4. Joyce Waller’s Handwriting Exemplar

Waller’s testimony that she signed a disclaimer on Al, Jr.’s behalf on March 22, 2005 is

important to issues raised by Plaintiff’s motion for sanctions, and the Court believed an exemplar

» Al, Jr. alleges that the signature page affixed to the Amended Disclaimer is from the
disclaimer that Waller allegedly signed on Al Jr.’s behalf in 2005. For clarification, testimony
at the February hearing suggests that more than one original copy of the 2005 Disclaimer was
disassembled, and each of the 2005 signature pages was affixed to a 2007 copy of the amended
disclaimer. Relevant to this order is the Amended Disclaimer as it was attached to Al, Jr.’s
affidavit, and not these additional copies of the amended disclaimer which carry a different 2005
signature page.
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of Waller’s signature of “Al G. Hill, Jr.” would be useful to compare to the signature of “Al G.
Hill, Jr.” she claims to have signed in 2005. Therefore, at the conclusion of the hearing, the
Court had Waller sign the name “Al G. Hill, Jr.” three times on a piece of paper. /Id. at 146.
This exemplar was admitted as Court’s Exhibit 1 to the hearing. Id.
F. Show Cause Order
The Court issued a show cause order on February 6, 2010. The show cause order
contained two separate orders directed at Al, Jr. As requested in Plaintiff’s motion for sanctions,
the first part ordered Al Jr.
to show cause why he should not be sanctioned and held in contempt under
Rule 56(g) and/or the Court’s inherent powers for presenting his affidavit,
Waller’s affidavit, and his brief in response to Plaintiff’s motion for partial
summary judgment to the Court in bad faith, and for committing fraud on the
Court.
Doc. #506 at 5. The second part sua sponte ordered Al, Jr. to “show cause why [he] should not
be sanctioned and held in contempt under the Court’s inherent powers” for falsely testifying “at
the January hearing that, on March 22, 2005, Waller signed Al, Jr.’s name on his behalf on a
particular original copy (Plaintiff’s Exhibit 3 to the January hearing. . .) of the 2005 disclaimer.”
Id. at 6-7.
After receiving and reviewing Al, Jr.’s response to the order to show cause (Doc. #529),
the Court ordered a show cause hearing to take place on February 16, 2010.
E. Al, Jr.’s Show Cause Hearing, February 16, 2010
At the show cause hearing (the “February hearing”), Al, Jr. and an expert he retained on

handwriting analysis testified. Al, Jr.’s testimony was largely cumulative of his testimony at the

January hearing. The handwriting expert testified that after reviewing known handwriting
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exemplars of Waller and Al Jr., he was unable to form an opinion as to who authored the
signature of “Al G. Hill, Jr.” at issue (the “disputed signature™).

1I. Legal Standards

Plaintiff asks the Court to impose sanctions against and hold in contempt Al Hill, Jr.
pursuant to: (1) Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 56(g), or (2) the Court’s inherent powers. The
Court first addresses the legal standard of Rule 56(g).

A. Rule 56(g)

Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 56(g) provides:

Affidavit Submitted in Bad Faith. Ifsatisfied that an affidavit under this rule
is submitted in bad faith or solely for delay, the court must order the
submitting party to pay the other party the reasonable expenses, including
attorney’s fees, it incurred as a result. An offending party or attorney may
also be held in contempt.

As a prerequisite to imposing sanctions under Rule 56(g), the Court must find that the
affidavit(s) at issue were submitted either in bad faith or solely for delay. /d. As the Fifth
Circuit has acknowledged, case law applying Rule 56(g) is “sparse,” but the provision vests a
district court with authority similar to that granted by Rule 11 to “impose sanctions, and if it
decides to do so, select the appropriate one.” Kelly v. City of Leesville, 897 F.2d 172, 176 (5th
Cir. 1990) (citing, Fort Hill Builders, Inc. v. Nat’l Grange Mut. Ins. Co., 866 F.2d 11, 15-16 (1st
Cir. 1989)). The First Circuit has noted that sanctions under Rule 56(g) are imposed for

“particularly egregious” conduct, including the submission of an “affidavit flatly at odds with

facts indisputably within affiant’s knowledge.” Fort Hill Builders, 866 F.2d at 16 (citing
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Acrotube, Inc. v. J. K. Fin. Group, Inc., 653 F.Supp. 470, 478 (N.D.Ga.1987)).%

B. Court’s Inherent Powers

A court may sanction parties and their attorneys under the court’s inherent powers.
Chambers v. NASCO, Inc., 501 U.S. 32, 43—46 (1991). Ordinarily, a court should rely on
sanctioning power granted by rule or statute, rather than imposing sanctions under its inherent
powers. Id. at 50; Allstate Ins. Co. v. Mader, 201 Fed. Appx. 261, 265 (5th Cir. 2006). A court
should impose sanctions under its inherent powers “only when satisfied that fraud has been
practiced upon it” and when “in the informed discretion of the court, neither the statute nor the
Rules are up to the task. ..” Chambers, 501 U.S. at 50. The court should “conduct an
independent investigation in order to determine whether it has been the victim of fraud.”
Chambers, 502 U.S. at 44. “Courts have the authority to make credibility determinations to
resolve whether such misconduct has occurred.” Howard v. State Farm Lloyds, 2005 WL
2600442, at *9 (S.D. Tex. Oct. 13, 2005) (No. H-04-0352).

A primary purpose in imposing sanctions is to deter wrongful conduct. Id. (citing
Chambers, 501 U.S. at 32). “The sanction imposed must be the least severe sanction adequate to

achieve the purpose of the rule under which it was imposed.” Chambers, 501 U.S. at 44. Courts

*See also Modica v. United States, 518 F.2d 374, 376 (5th Cir.1975) (affirming award of
costs under Rule 56(g) where store owner's affidavit stated that he had no knowledge of
violations of food stamp regulations, although he had admitted such knowledge in earlier
administrative proceedings); Scott v. Metropolitan Health Corp. 234 Fed. Appx. 341 (6th Cir.
2007) (affirming finding of bad faith under 56(g) and award of sanctions amounting to $1.6
million where submitting party submitted affidavits that she knew were not truthful), cert.
denied, 76 U.S.L.W. 3427 (U.S. Feb. 19, 2008) (No. 07-630); Travelers Ins. Co. v. St. Jude
Med. Office Bldg., Ltd. P’ship, 843 F. Supp. 138, 14648 (E.D. La. 1994) (predicating a finding
of bad faith under 56(g) on a party’s failure to