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  Music   Two New Dallas Music Videos for Your Ears (and Eyes) 

   
 By Tim Rogers | March 12, 2024|2:31 pm

    "Peace of Mind" (left, from Sunrise Academy) and "Pour the Night" (Beekeeper Spaceman)

First up, we’ve got Beekeeper Spaceman, the chillwave band fronted by SMU English prof Greg Brownderville, native of Pumpkin Bend, Arkansas. “Pour the Night” was filmed on Super 8 at the Texas State Fair. KXT needs to be playing this tune, if they aren’t already:
 
Next up we’ve got “Peace of Mind,” by Sunrise Academy, an effort from Julian Sol Jordan, who is the son of Jessica Jordan from the Polyphonic Spree, and Josh David Jordan, director of the movie This World Won’t Break. The video was filmed at White Rock Lake.
 

  View Story                        



  Urbanism   Dallas: The City That Hates Pedestrians, Pt. 50 

   
 By Matt Goodman | March 12, 2024|12:32 pm

    The oh-so-walkable McKinney Avenue.

This image comes courtesy a perambulating FrontBurnervian who found a mind-boggling scene in Uptown, which is supposedly the city’s most walkable neighborhood. Let’s walk through this one. The full-flavor image is below.

  Continue Reading                        




  Local News   Leading Off (3/12/24) 

   
 By Tim Rogers | March 12, 2024|7:07 am


Dak Sues Woman Who Accused Him of Sexual Assault. The woman wanted $100 million to keep quiet about an encounter she claims took place in 2017. Dak says the woman is lying, and he’s seeking “monetary relief in excess of $1 million,” which he would donate to an organization that helps survivors of sexual assault.
T.C. Broadnax Almost Certainly Headed to Austin. The Morning News filed an open records request to get the city manager’s cover letter on his application for the city manager gig in Austin. He is one of two finalists for the job (a third withdrew his name over the weekend).
McKinney to Get $220 Million Music Venue. The open-air Sunset Amphitheater will be northeast of U.S. 75 and State Highway 121. It will seat about 20,000 people and have something called “luxury fire pit suites.”

  View Story                        




  Dallas History   For One Night Only, the Kessler Theater Turns Into the Starck Club 

   
 By Danny Gallagher | March 11, 2024|2:35 pm

    The scene at the Starck Club during its peak. Photo courtesy of The Dallas Morning News

New York City had Studio 54, London had the Hippodrome, and Dallas had The Starck Club.
The West End venue, named for its Parisian designer Philippe Starck, defined the nightlife scene in Dallas throughout the 80s and reveled in the excesses of the decadent decade, powered by a new and curious drug called ecstasy. DJ Mark Ridlen says there’s more to The Starck Club than meets history’s narrow eye, a cultural touchstone that meant far more than the unchecked libido of the clubgoers.
“All they talk about is the drug busts, ‘Who shot J.R.?,’ and the 80s but you’ve never seen a club with such an eclectic lineup over the years whether it was a band, fashion shows, plays, performance art,” Ridlen says. “You name it. They had it.”
The Kessler is bringing back The Starck Club for its 40th anniversary reunion by transforming into the venue for five hours on Sunday May 12 into a new version of the influential Dallas nightclub. Kessler Artistic Director Jeff Liles said the event sold quickly: it took less than a week to sell out. It is not dissimilar to the venue’s tribute to the long-gone Video Bar, a room that was influential in the avant-garde scene of the 1980s.
“We love paying homage to the venues that made Dallas culture what it was,” Liles says. “It was happening right at the same time as the emergence of the Deep Ellum scene.”

  Continue Reading                        
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  Person of Interest   Nothing Bundt Cakes CEO Dolf Berle Sets a High Bar 

   
 By Tim Rogers | March 11, 2024|1:29 pm

    Dolf Berle is a world-class athlete. And he likes sweets. Elizabeth Lavin

Last year, Dolf Berle stepped in as the CEO of Nothing Bundt Cakes; this year, he plans to add 150 stores to the Addison-based company, which already has about 550 franchise bakeries across the country. Berle isn’t your typical buttoned-up executive. He’s also a champion pole-vaulter.
Before working at Nothing Bundt Cakes, you worked at—to name a few—Lucky Strike Lanes, Dave & Buster’s, House of Blues, and Topgolf. Do you think you could ever run an accounting firm? I am dedicated to working in the joy business. That has many forms, and many companies fall into that category. Each one has been super exciting, and Nothing Bundt Cakes is a total blast to be part of because of the joy and the caring and the kindness that we can create in the world.
When you walk through the door at work, does it smell like cake? We are moving into new offices where there will be a test kitchen. So today it doesn’t smell like cake, but the spirit of cake is all around us.

  Continue Reading                        




  Local News   Strong Mayor, Pay Raises, and More: Dallas Charter Review Commission Winds Up Its Work 

   
 By Bethany Erickson | March 11, 2024|10:04 am

    Dallas' first charter was adopted in 1871. Much has changed since then. Illustration by Bethany Erickson/Photos: Kesley Shoemaker/Dallas Municipal Archives

The 15-member Dallas Charter Review Commission has been working since last fall, ultimately reviewing and debating the 123 suggestions submitted by the public.
It’s now in the home stretch of that work. The commission next meets on March 26. It is due to hand over its recommendations to the City Council in April. The Council will then look at and debate those recommendations. The final amendments will be on the November ballot.
The city charter is the document that outlines the rules for how the city operates. The city is required to review it once a decade. The task seems tedious at times but is also exciting—anyone can suggest a change, and those suggestions are often based on someone’s personal experience (good or bad) with the city’s operations.
This time around, the commission has discussed expanding the number of city council districts, giving the mayor and council payraises, eliminating the positions of mayor pro tem and deputy mayor pro tem, and even moving the Park and Recreation Board from its independent status to operating under the city manager’s supervision.
From that original field of 123, the members—who include a former Dallas ISD trustee and three former council members—have narrowed the discussion down to 27 items. You can see the complete list of what has been excluded, withdrawn, and considered so far here. 

  Continue Reading                        




  Local News   Leading Off (3/11/24) 

   
 By Tim Rogers | March 11, 2024|9:08 am


You Need to Earn $121,398 to Buy a House. Zillow says to comfortably afford a typical home in North Texas (costing $366,690), that’s how much you’d need to make to put down 10 percent and take out a mortgage and pay your property taxes and insurance. The national average salary needed to buy a house is $106,536 (on a $342,941 house).
The Greenville St. Patrick’s Day Parade Is Saturday. Mike Modano will be the grand marshal. Here are some additional deets.
Maridoe Mom Pleads Guilty to Stealing From Club. Alison Morrison—mother of UT golfer Tommy Morrison and Santa Clara golfer Jack Morrison—pled guilty to third-degree felony theft for taking funds from her former employer, Maridoe Golf Club, in Carrollton. She embezzled about $70,000 to pay for lessons and golf camps for her sons.
Plano East Takes State Title. The Panthers went undefeated this season and beat Round Rock Stony Point at the Alamodome 53-41 to take home the 6A basketball championship. Head Coach Matt Wester said, “A perfect group of kids that were best friends growing up got to play together all the way through, and they got to win their senior year.”

  View Story                        




  Dallas History   D Magazine’s 50 Greatest Stories: The Hockaday School’s Long History in Dallas 

   
 By Matt Goodman | March 8, 2024|3:53 pm

    Ela Hockaday, the founder of her namesake school. 

The Hockaday School has been a fixture of Dallas for the last 110 years, ever since a group of wealthy parents brought Miss Ela Hockaday to the city and charged her with starting a college preparatory school for their daughters.
In 1978, the writer Prudence Mackintosh, fresh off teaching at the school, explored its history and place in (what was then) modern Dallas. Miss Hockaday knew how to curry favor in the city: she built a board consisting of the city’s “most powerful civic leaders,” folks like Herbert Marcus, father of Stanley, and the businessman and philanthropist R.W. Higginbotham. In later years, the board would be filled with a mayor (J. Erik Jonsson) and a co-founder of Texas Instruments (Eugene McDermott).
“Most of them had daughters,” Mackintosh wrote.
The school’s first classes took place in a small home on Haskell Avenue on September 25, 1913, with just 10 students. (Hockaday opened just four days after its namesake got to town.) It eventually moved to a campus on the Caruth farm near Greenville and Belmont before finding its longtime home off Forest Lane, in a building designed to resemble the work of architect Mies van der Rohe.
Tuition in 1978 ran $1,075 for pre-kindergarten ($5,300 adjusted for inflation) and $3,205 for a high school senior (which would be $15,800 in 2024). Current tuition is now $32,095 for pre-K and $38,082 for grades 5 and up. Its $160 million endowment is, per Private School Review, the highest in the state. The endowment has grown from $3.5 million when Mackintosh wrote her story.
Things have changed at Hockaday. The boarding program will end in 2025, and students no longer have to wear white dresses to graduation. Mackintosh’s story is also about exploring how the school’s long history had lingered on its campus, which is surely relevant today.
“Why Hockaday Girls Are Different” is one of our 50 greatest stories, and you can read it here.
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  Local News   Feds Give $5.8 Million for New Dallas Parks, Community Centers 

   
 By Bethany Erickson | March 8, 2024|2:31 pm

    An aerial rendering of the 18-acre community park at Fair Park. Fair Park First

The federal government is sending nearly $10.5 million to North Texas and over half of the dollars are allocated for projects in Dallas.
U.S. Rep. Jasmine Crockett, D-Dallas, announced Wednesday that a House appropriations bill would provide funding for 11 projects in District 30, which includes southern and west Dallas, Grand Prairie, Arlington, Cedar Hill, Duncanville, DeSoto, and Lancaster.
Six Dallas projects received a cumulative $5.8 million, which Crockett described as being “truly transformational” for their communities. Those include rehabilitating the aging Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center in South Dallas; a new resource center to serve the Bonton neighborhood, which will be operated by Bonton Farms; new parks in South Oak Cliff and at Fair Park; money to redevelop a YMCA; and a center at UNT Dallas for attorneys to provide free legal aid to residents.

  Continue Reading                        




  Fashion   The Truly Insane Thing About Monty Bennett’s DDI Speech 

   
 By Tim Rogers | March 8, 2024|1:28 pm

    Wild collar gap!

Last week the hotelier and publisher Monty Bennett caused a bit of a stir when he addressed a huge gathering of people with downtown Dallas business interests and said that downtown wasn’t safe. Bennett runs a company called Ashford that currently offices near the Galleria. He said he wanted to move his company downtown, but the crime makes that impossible. The Morning News wrote about this and quoted former Mayor Laura Miller, who said, “It was pretty obvious to me that Mr. Bennett hasn’t been downtown in a long time, maybe ever, until today.” I admire that woman.
So when Downtown Dallas Inc. dropped the video of their big meeting, I was eager to see Bennett’s performance for myself. I have now reviewed the tape. He takes the podium at about the 3:50 mark and speaks for about three minutes. I’ve watched the whole thing multiple times. I’ve studied it. I have compared my notes with other editors here at the magazine. And here is what I’m prepared to say about Monty Bennett’s speech at the DDI meeting:
Holy crap! That’s an enormous collar gap he’s got going there! Especially for a guy who is supposedly rich. In most cases, rich people wear clothes that fit. Not this guy! Not only did he get up in front of a bunch of downtown businesspeople and tell them that downtown sucks, but he did it in a suit that he bought off the rack at Jos. A. Bank and didn’t bother to get tailored. I’m not sure that’s even a super 180s. Could be a 150s. And the result is that his jacket hangs on his shoulders like Yoda hung on Luke Skywalker during that training sequence in The Empire Strikes Back. I imagine Bennett’s ill-fitting jacket whispering in his ear as Bennett gets nervous at the podium and the saliva thickens in his mouth: “Mmm, right-wing tough guy you try to be. But alienate all of the city you will.”
Cringey.
For more on collar gaps and what causes them, you can check out the great Derek Guy. I hasten to add that I could be wrong about Bennett’s suit. Maybe it’s not the suit’s fault. It could just be Bennett’s poor posture. As Guy writes, only a good tailor can figure out what causes such unsightly collar gaps.
That would be my advice to Bennett. Get a tailor. And spend a little time downtown.
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  Nature & Environment   Law Man Walking: Nature Treks With Bill Holston 

   
 By Bill Holston | March 8, 2024|10:51 am

    The author leading a nature hike

Sunday morning was one of those days that begs me to be outside. It felt like the dessert to the broccoli of summer. The forecast was sun and temperature in the 50s. I woke up and, as I do every morning, practiced 20 minutes of Duolingo Spanish. A notice on my phone showed an email I subscribe to from Richard Rohr, the Franciscan monk, with a daily devotion. I took a moment to read  it:
“While calling ourselves intelligent, we’ve lost touch with the natural world. As a result, we’ve lost touch with our own souls. I believe we can’t access our full intelligence and wisdom without some real connection to nature.”
Now, being a lawyer, the quote motivated me to reflect on the question “What is the soul of a man?” And so, as I drove to Spring Creek Forest, I sought the wisdom of Blind Willie Johnson, who sang:
“God, I want somebody to tell me, answer if you can! I want somebody to tell me, just what is the soul of a man? When Christ stood in the Temple, the people all stood amazed, was teaching the lawyers, doctors, how to raise the man from the grave.”
There are lots of versions of that song, but I settled on the one by Tom Waits, who got me ready for a venture into the woods. I was scheduled to lead a public walk at 9:30, but I got there at 7 to walk to my favorite spot, have some solitude, read a bit, and journal. I parked at 1770 Holford. I followed the paved trail and then the faint dirt trail that intersects the native prairie (all dormant at the moment) and through the woods to see the closest colony of Trout Lilies. These are among the earliest wildflowers to bloom in North Texas.

  Continue Reading                        




  Local News   Leading Off (3/8/24) 

   
 By Matt Goodman | March 8, 2024|7:40 am


Police Oversight Board Is Lacking. The Dallas Morning News compared the board’s funding and operations to similar oversight bodies in other cities, finding that ours is under-funded, has poor communication between the public and police, and doesn’t have mechanisms in place for the police department to be truly transparent in the information it shares. Too, the board has not replaced its previous monitor, Tonya McClary, nor has it even posted her job.
North Texans Attend State of the Union. Congresswoman Jasmine Crockett welcomed Carla Gates, the Lancaster woman whose husband collapsed and died while delivering mail in the heat for the U.S. Postal Service. U.S. Senate candidate and current Rep. Colin Allred invited Dr. Austin Dennard, the OBGYN who fled the state to terminate her pregnancy after a doctor diagnosed a fatal birth defect. First Lady Jill Biden invited Kate Cox, who also had to leave the state to get an abortion under similar circumstances. Congressman Joaquin Castro invited Priscilla Martinez of Forney, the widow of a man who was shot and killed by a neighbor.
Storms Will Clear This Morning, Cool Weekend Ahead. You woke up to more showers, but they’re moving east of the metro area pretty quickly. The forecast expects the rain to be gone by mid-morning. Expect a chilly weekend in the 40s and 50s, but no rain—it’ll be sunny both Saturday and Sunday with a little cloud coverage. Don’t forget to set those clocks forward tomorrow night.
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    Get our weekly recap
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