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By Matt Goodman
| March 8, 2024|7:40 am







Police Oversight Board Is Lacking. The Dallas Morning News compared the board’s funding and operations to similar oversight bodies in other cities, finding that ours is under-funded, has poor communication between the public and police, and doesn’t have mechanisms in place for the police department to be truly transparent in the information it shares. Too, the board has not replaced its previous monitor, Tonya McClary, nor has it even posted her job. 

North Texans Attend State of the Union. Congresswoman Jasmine Crockett welcomed Carla Gates, the Lancaster woman whose husband collapsed and died while delivering mail in the heat for the U.S. Postal Service. U.S. Senate candidate and current Rep. Colin Allred invited Dr. Austin Dennard, the OBGYN who fled the state to terminate her pregnancy after a doctor diagnosed a fatal birth defect. First Lady Jill Biden invited Kate Cox, who also had to leave the state to get an abortion under similar circumstances. Congressman Joaquin Castro invited Priscilla Martinez of Forney, the widow of a man who was shot and killed by a neighbor. 

Storms Will Clear This Morning, Cool Weekend Ahead. You woke up to more showers, but they’re moving east of the metro area pretty quickly. The forecast expects the rain to be gone by mid-morning. Expect a chilly weekend in the 40s and 50s, but no rain—it’ll be sunny both Saturday and Sunday with a little cloud coverage. Don’t forget to set those clocks forward tomorrow night. 
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How to Turn Your Front Yard Into an Urban Farm, Legally















By Nathaniel Barrett
| March 7, 2024|11:06 am










This is a digital illustration of the author’s piece of fructifying paradise.
Max Guther







I come from a family of fruit growers. My maternal grandfather, a minister raised in Texas but retired in California, kept an extensive garden where he grew guavas, plums, tomatoes, and dozens of other delights. My mother was quick to remind me how, when she was a child, she had to pick 500 weeds in her father’s garden every morning before school, so I should consider myself lucky to merely have to take out the trash. I also have fond memories of secretly picking apples and pears from my father’s small orchard at our country home. He often complained that the squirrels got his fruit no matter how he tried to thwart them, and he eventually gave up on the orchard. The purloined fruit, until it was discontinued, tasted far superior to supermarket produce.

I had the opportunity to continue the fruit-growing tradition of my forefathers when a mulberry tree in our front yard dropped several large limbs on our Old East Dallas house and had to be taken down. Where once nothing but the scrubbiest ground cover would grow in the near-constant shade, I now found myself with 1,500 square feet of sunny, newly reclaimed agricultural land. This being the early days of the pandemic, I had more free time than usual and set about converting our front yard into a full-fledged horticultural operation, tilling the earth and bringing in truckloads of freshly chipped arborist cuttings.

What started with a few apple trees planted in a tidy row along the front walk has grown (my wife would say metastasized) over time. Apples? Sure, they’re good, but Texas isn’t the best place for apples, what with the cotton root rot and the heat, so I really needed some peaches just in case the apples keeled over. Peaches? They’re fine, but peaches are kind of one-dimensional when you think about it, so I complemented them with some plums. But plums take so long to bear. I really had to add some quick wins like an elderberry bush, a fig, and a mulberry. Also, I’d dishonor the legacy of T.V. Munson if I didn’t plant at least a few grapevines, right? That means I had to build a grape trellis system, too. It turned out to be an ordeal to water all these plants, and we need to save water, so really it was just the responsible thing to do to install a drip irrigation system. By the way, did you know that jujubes, pomegranates, and persimmons can grow quite well in Texas? Now add grafting, espaliers, retaining walls, and pest control—I’ve got a lot of hobby to tackle.
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By Bethany Erickson
| March 7, 2024|7:30 am







Keller ISD Backtracks. After previously canceling Keller Timber Creek High School’s spring production of The Laramie Project, Keller ISD superintendent Tracy Johnson announced Wednesday that the show will go on. The district’s decision comes after more than 4,000 people signed an online petition, and several parents and students advocated at school board meetings. The school will stage the play in May. 

Recall Effort Over. Dallas City Secretary Bilirae Johnson said in a memo Wednesday that an effort to recall Mayor Eric Johnson (no relation) has failed. Former city council candidate and local activist Davante Peters began the effort in January and needed to get more than 105,000 signatures. There has never been a successful attempt to recall a mayor in the city’s history.

Hamming It Up. Mad Men and Fargo star John Hamm is in North Texas to film Taylor Sheridan’s upcoming Paramount+ series Landman. He has been spotted in a few places around the area: in Dallas, shopping with his wife, Anna Osceola, at Dolly Python and standing in line with the regular folk at Goldee’s Barbecue in Fort Worth.

There’s a 30 Percent Chance It’s Already Raining. Showers are expected all day today, with a possibility of severe storms this afternoon and evening. The rain will continue into Friday morning before letting up after lunch. Expect a colder, drier weekend.
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Allred Cruises in Democratic Senate Race, Other Outcomes Not as Clear















By Bethany Erickson
| March 6, 2024|1:22 pm










State Rep. Carl Sherman, U.S. Rep. Colin Allred and State Sen. Roland Gutierrez speak at a Democratic Senate primary debate in January. Allred captured 58.8 percent of the vote in the Democratic primary Tuesday night, and will face incumbent Ted Cruz in November.
 Aaron E. Martinez/American-Statesman / USA TODAY NETWORK







About 15.6 percent of Dallas County’s 1,423,689 registered voters cast ballots in the Democratic and Republican primaries Tuesday. As results slowly rolled in, some races were easy to call. Outcomes of other races will wait until a May 28 runoff election. 

If you’re keeping track, yes, that means you’ll need to vote on May 4 in a municipal election that includes school board races and a Dallas bond election, and then (possibly) again on May 28, depending on which primary you voted in on Tuesday.

For Texas Senate, Congressman Colin Allred held a comfortable lead throughout the night, and will see Republican incumbent Ted Cruz in November. 

“So I have to talk about Dr. King,” Allred said at his watch party at Rodeo Goat last night. “He said that the ultimate measure of a leader isn’t where they stand in moments of comfort and convenience, where they stand in the most challenging moments. We know where Ted Cruz stands when those moments come. When 30 million Texans are freezing in the dark. He decided to go to Cancun. When our democracy was under attack, he was hiding in the supply closet.”

Cruz, on the other hand, did not mention Allred in his post-election statement. “Never before has it been more important to unify and fight against the radical left who threaten to change what makes this state great,” he said.

The senate race had a trickle-down effect in three other local races.
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One Middle-Aged Man’s Take on Kyrie’s New Sneaker















By Tim Rogers
| March 6, 2024|11:13 am










Kyrie photo by Trevor Ruszkowski-USA TODAY Sports







When I rode through Deep Ellum on the way to work this morning, folks were already queued up on the sidewalk in front of Sneaker Politics to be one of the first to buy Kyrie Irving’s new sneaker at a special launch event. A block party with DJs will start at 6. 

I don’t know who is writing news stories at CW 33, but here’s what they say about the sneaker: “The ANTA KAI 1 ‘Artist On Court’ embodies every facet of Kyrie’s game, from his strength and agility to his laser focus and lightning speed. Each design detail tells a story, allowing you to channel Kyrie’s signature style and performance as you take the court.”

Uh huh. If you say so.

Here is my assessment: THIS MAVERICKS TEAM SUCKS! We’ve got two ball-dominant superstars who are running an offense that a decent eighth-grade team could figure out how to defend. Kyrie’s defense is awful. Josh Green is not the answer. Timmy Hardaway Jr. has forgotten how to shoot. Luka too often mopes around the court when things don’t go his way, to the point that last night against the Pacers, a loose ball almost hit him in the head because he’d stopped playing and was walking around with his hands in his pockets, kicking sand, and muttering Slovenian curse words. Frickin Patrick Dumont needs to put on his fancy governor loafers and catch a flight from Vegas to Dallas to fire Jason Kidd pronto. We need an actual coach in here who has the stones to tell Luka, “Yes, you’re the best player on the court. But I need you to grow up.” Mike Budenholzer. Right now. Hire him. He’s probably at home doing nothing but making funny faces at the TV. 

But maybe that’s just me. I acknowledge I’m not the target market for these sneakers.
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High-Speed Rail Versus Downtown Dallas















By Matt Goodman
| March 6, 2024|7:52 am










Hunt Realty hired a firm to design renderings that show what the high-speed rail line would look like as it comes through downtown Dallas.
Hunt Realty







Later today, the Dallas City Council will hear from transportation planners who want to run an elevated 7-story tall, high-speed rail line from West Dallas through the southwest corner of downtown on its way to the Cedars. The bullet train would extend to Fort Worth. The difference between us and our neighbors to the west? Tarrant County’s portion would operate below-ground, while downtown and West Dallas get to make room for an enormous piece of infrastructure. 

Plans for this bullet train have come into focus in recent months, mostly during occasionally prickly discussions in a drab gray boardroom in Arlington where the North Central Texas Council of Governments, or NCTCOG, allocates billions of public dollars for transportation projects in 17 North Texas cities, one town (Addison), and eight counties. The bullet train to Fort Worth has rapidly become a priority for the NCTCOG’s director of transportation, Michael Morris, who hopes to plan this extension west in parallel to Amtrak determining whether it can build its own high-speed rail from Houston to Dallas. 

Some of Dallas’ representatives have gotten crosswise with their suburban colleagues over how the train is expected to surface. The NCTCOG is now holding back $100 million in funding for six unrelated transportation projects until the Dallas City Council signs off on the plans for the elevated rail line, a move that hasn’t gone over well with all of the Dallas bloc. A few of the more outspoken Dallas representatives—Councilmembers Cara Mendelsohn and Jesse Moreno, in particular—want more information as to how the line would affect existing infrastructure and businesses as well as future plans for economic development.

“This is to force us to do something,” Mendelsohn said of the stalled funding, “and I think we deserve to know the full scope of what the project is.”  

The current discussion shows the difficulty of regional transportation planning, where suburban interests can conflict with the reality on the ground in urban cities. For instance: the proposed alignment includes stops in Dallas, Arlington, and Fort Worth. Fort Worth would get a subterranean rail station beneath its downtown, resulting in little conflict with existing buildings. Arlington, which famously has no public transit beyond city-supported ride share, is planned to get a subway near its entertainment district. Eventually, the line could be a direct connection to a bullet train from Tarrant County down to Houston.

Dallas, meanwhile, must figure out how to make an elevated piece of right of way coexist with what could wind up being $10 billion worth of new public and private investment in a corner of downtown that has slumbered since the Dallas Mavericks moved out of Reunion Arena in 2001.
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By Matt Goodman
| March 6, 2024|7:10 am







How Did Those Primaries Go? We’ll have a longer post shortly, but to get the day going: U.S. Rep. Colin Allred will face off against U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz in the general election for one of the state’s two U.S. Senate seats. He cruised over his eight challengers with 58.62 percent of the vote. The runner-up, state Sen. Roland Gutierrez, finished with 17.18 percent. In the race to replace Allred, State Rep. Julie Johnson is .07 of a percentage point above the 50 percent threshold that gets her out of a runoff. Trauma surgeon Brian Williams trails with 19.57 percent. Former Council Member David Blewett will face Darrell Day in the Republican runoff. Incumbent state Sen. Nathan Johnson fended off a challenge from state Rep. Victoria Neave Criado; Johnson ended with 65 percent of the vote. Dallas County Sheriff is headed to a runoff between incumbent Marian Brown (42.76 percent) and her former boss, Lupe Valdez (38.06 percent). For statewide races of interest, including Texas House Speaker Dade Phelan being pushed to a runoff, head to the Texas Tribune. 
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Outgoing Dallas City Manager T.C. Broadnax Is a Finalist for Austin’s Top Job















By Bethany Erickson
| March 5, 2024|3:27 pm










Jonathan Zizzo







Updated at 4:50 p.m to include Broadnax’s ranking among all the candidates for Austin city manager. 

T.C. Broadnax is one of three finalists for the open city manager position in Austin. 

The City Hall rumor mill had been churning with speculation that Dallas’ outgoing city manager planned to apply for the open job in the Capitol city after announcing his resignation last month. A discussion about hiring a new city manager appeared on the Austin City Council’s work session agenda this week. On Tuesday afternoon, Austin Mayor Kirk Watson confirmed that Broadnax was a finalist, competing with Sara Hensley of Denton and Brian Platt of Kansas City, Missouri. 

Austin NBC affiliate KXAN reported Tuesday that documents indicate that the city’s search firm ranked Broadnax as the most qualified of the applicants.

Broadnax has not responded to a request for comment after the news broke in Austin. The three finalists will travel to Austin March 25 to meet with city staff and conduct a town hall meeting with the public. The City Council and the mayor will interview them in executive session March 26. The city expects to vote on directing its search firm to negotiate contract terms during its April 2 meeting. Broadnax has said his last day in Dallas will be June 3. 
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By Tim Rogers
| March 5, 2024|6:51 am







Time to Vote. Get familiar with the candidates, then get out there and cast a ballot. The Morning News has a pretty good widget where you can enter your address and see what’s what. 

Dak Is a Dad. He announced yesterday that he and his partner, Sarah Jane Ramos, had a baby girl. Apparently her name is MJ. One assumes she will marry Spider-Man. 

Park Board Remains in Control. As the city of Dallas reviews its charter, there was some question about whether the Park and Rec Department should be moved under the city manager’s purview. But the Charter Review Commission voted unanimously to leave the department under the control of the century-old independent Park Board. 
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Ahead of Super Tuesday, Fewer Than 10 Percent Have Cast Ballots in Dallas County















By Bethany Erickson
| March 4, 2024|4:06 pm










Jeffrey McWhorter







The polls open Tuesday at 7 a.m. for the final day of primary election voting. Still, very few are taking the opportunity to cast their ballots in the Democratic or Republican primaries.

At the end of early voting Friday, 104,978 of Dallas County’s 1,425,409 registered voters had cast ballots. That’s roughly 7.36 percent. On that final day, 24,574 people cast ballots—14,219 in the Democratic primary and 10,355 in the Republican primary. Throughout the entire 10-day period, 60,458 people cast ballots in the Democratic primary and 44,520 in the Republican.

We can compare that to the last presidential election year. In 2020, 23.6 percent of registered voters in Dallas cast early ballots. On the last day of primary voting, 25,773 voted in the Democratic primary and 7,949 in the Republican. Election Day was also lopsided—primary voters cast 144,126 Democratic ballots and 44,399 Republican. Out of 1,343,067 registered voters, that’s 14 percent who voted in a primary election.
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Cost of Trenching I-345 Balloons to $1.6 Billion















By Matt Goodman
| March 4, 2024|2:18 pm










I-345, as seen from below. 
Via Google







On Wednesday, the Texas Department of Transportation will deliver its first briefing to the Dallas City Council since the body last year approved a plan to remove and trench I-345, the presently elevated highway between downtown and Deep Ellum. The biggest news in the presentation is the cost: an estimated $1.6 billion to pull down and sink 2.8 miles of highway between Interstate 45 near Corinth Street and Woodall Rodgers Freeway. That’s about $600 million above previous estimates, which were admittedly preliminary.

The freeway will be placed about 65 feet below grade and will connect with Central Expressway to the north and I-45 to the south. Wednesday’s presentation also confirms that city staff did not pursue funding through President Joe Biden’s Reconnecting Communities grant program, because it would compete with applications for Klyde Warren Park, the Southern Gateway deck park of Interstate 35 in Oak Cliff, and the Interstate 30 Canyon project. (Dallas was not awarded any grant money for those projects.) 

As suspected, once the City Council signed off on the resolution in support of trenching, the state went to work. It has held a series of subcommittee meetings to discuss how the plans for I-345 fit within the City Council’s approved climate, housing, racial equity, and economic development plans as well as Dallas’ Street Design Manual. Another subcommittee has studied whether the state’s plans for Interstate 30 in the downtown Canyon coexist with 345’s trenching.

TxDOT and the city appear to still be studying the surface street grid—existing streets are planned to fly over the highway—and what to do with 8 acres of surplus right of way and another 10 acres of new land that would allow for things to be built on top of deck caps over the thoroughfare. The city will need to come up with the money for the decking; the state will only cover the highway itself.

The presentation is light on details for each of these matters, so we’ll have to wait for Wednesday’s discussion. In the meantime, the presentation is below.
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By Zac Crain
| March 4, 2024|6:13 am







Mavs Have Hit a Rough Patch. Your boys finished up a 1-3 road trip that already featured an absolute all-timer of a gut-punch loss in Cleveland by getting spanked in Boston on Friday night. Back at home against Philly for a Sunday matinee, a hot 11-0 start pretty soon turned into a double-digit deficit. They almost came back, but had been aimless too long to make it up. A coaching loss, some are saying. 

It’s Still Unseasonably Warm. And, for fun, let’s throw in the risk—marginal, but whatever—of severe thunderstorms.

Some Last-Minute Vote Prep. If you didn’t vote early, tomorrow’s the day. Here is what’s happening. I am looking forward to getting what I’m assuming is a brief respite from text messages from various candidates, most of them seemingly judges. I haven’t marked so many messages as junk since a particularly disastrous first (and only) date last year.
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